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FAMILY LAW 2021

He mihi nui ki a koutou and welcome everyone to this year’s conference both those who 
are attending in person and the ever-growing number of attendees who are making use of 
the livestream option. Our theme for this conference is “celebrating 40 years of the Family 
Court”, acknowledging the past but anticipating the future road ahead for us as family 
lawyers. Kia whakatōmuri te haere whakamua: “I walk backwards into the future with 
my eyes fixed on my past”. As family lawyers we are constantly challenged by the content 
of our work, and we have to be the pillar of strength for our clients. We have included 
in our programme recognition of the fact that lawyers do not operate in isolation from 
the pressures facing others in our communities and to provide our best representation 
to our clients we need to look after our own wellbeing as well. I hope that you will find 
the programme we have put together provides challenges to take into the future as an 
individual practitioner but also provides some expert teaching for your broader family 
law practice. Conferences are a time to take stock and refocus on best practice and have 
time dedicated to learning without the demands of our office. One of the highlights of the 
conference is the conference dinner which will take place again this year and gives us 
a great chance to step away from the pressures of our work life and catch up with our 
colleagues from around the country. I hope our beautiful city will shine over the few days of 
the conference and there will be time to get outside Te Papa and enjoy some of what our city 
has to offer. I look forward to meeting as many of you as possible. Tēnā tatou katoa.

Annette Gray
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CHAIR

Annette Gray, Buchanan Gray, Wellington

Annette is a specialist Family Court lawyer who has worked in the Family Court for the past 35 years and appears 
for parties and as Lawyer for Child. She is also mediator on the NZLS Panel of Mediators, and a Family Dispute 
Resolution (FDR) mediator with FairWay Resolution Limited, specialising in the resolution of all types of family 
disputes. Annette has considerable experience dealing with the Protection of Personal and Property Rights Act and 
representing subject persons and those under a disability or lacking capacity. She also accepts Court appointments 
to represent people in Protection of Personal and Property Rights cases and to assist the Court. Annette is a 
District Inspector of Mental Health for both the Mental Health Act and Intellectual Disability (Compulsory Care and 
Rehabilitation) Act. She is a member of the NZLS Family Law Section expert advisory panel and is the immediate 
past President of the Wellington Branch of the New Zealand Law Society.

FROM THE CHAIR



PROGRAMME

DAY ONE

8.00-8.45 REGISTRATION

8.45-9.00 WELCOME AND OPENING  |  Chair: Annette Gray

9.00-9.15 KEYNOTE – OPENING ADDRESS

  Her Honour Judge Moran will share her perspective on current issues and topics.

Presenter  Principal Family Court Judge Jackie Moran

9.15-10.15 KEYNOTE – HOW TO LIVE TO 100 AND STAY OUT OF THE EMERGENCY  
DEPARTMENT

 Dr Tom will share his no-nonsense messages on health and well-being – particularly focused 
on stress management and attitude control (to keep you out of the emergency department). 
You may be shocked to hear what Dr Tom has to say – but it is often the wake up call we all 
need. Self-care is critical to enable us to cope with what life throws at us, being resilient and 
productive at both work and home, and allowing us to lead long, healthy and happy lives.  
Dr Tom’s presentation will have you laughing, crying, entertained and educated – providing 
you with take away tips on how to live to 100 and stay out of the Emergency Department!

Presenter  Dr Tom Mulholland

10.15-10.45 MORNING TEA

10.45-11.20 PLENARY – KAUPAPA MĀORI APPROACHES TO CHILD PROTECTION AND  
FAMILY LAW

 In conversation with one another, we consider the opportunities to positively transform how 
we learn and know family law by placing at the forefront an intent to connect with tikanga 
Māori as our first laws. We draw inspiration from recent law, policy, mātauranga and expert 
recommendations including from the Waitangi Tribunal and the technical working party’s  
He Puapua report to discuss what family law might look like in a Tiriti o Waitangi compliant 
nation in 2040.

Presenters  Luke Fitzmaurice and Professor Jacinta Ruru

11.25-12.20 BREAKOUT SESSIONS 1 – A, B OR C

 A – IWI HUI PROCESS | Presenter: Andre Baker  

  I am a Kairuruku Whānau Whakahui for Ngāti Toa, responsible for convening and leading the 
hui-a-whānau and Family Group Conference process in accordance with the tikanga based 
Intervention Logic developed by Ngāti Toa and consistent with the statutory requirements of 
Kāwanatanga.

 B – FDR AND THE LAW: ACHIEVING MEANINGFUL OUTCOMES | Presenters: Samantha de 
Coning and Kate Lash  

 This session will look at how lawyers can work with, and use, the FDR process and tools to the 
benefit of their clients and practice. FDR has come a long way since its inception in 2013 and 
the mature professional service it is today is a far cry from the original model. The presenters 
will also look at the mutual obligation both legal and FDR professionals have to ensure the 
child's best interests and welfare are met, and to obtain the best outcome for all families. 
Legal and FDR providers are working with the same objective: meaningful resolution and 
clarity for families. Collaborating to achieve these same goals will get the best results and this 
presentation will discuss how this partnership can be optimised to the benefit of all.
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 C – SUSTAINING PEAK MENTAL PERFORMANCE DURING UNCERTAINTY | Presenter: Bruce 
Ross 

 Introducing “Mindset 2.0”. We are enduring one of the most demanding, unrelenting, 
challenging and exhausting changes ever enforced. Some have even used phrases like 
“viscerally terrifying”. Your success or failure, your prosperity or scarcity, your impact or your 
overwhelm will now not so much be determined by the tactics, mechanics or strategies that 
you apply in your role, but by the MINDSET that you bring on a daily basis. 

 Key takeaways will be tools to help you:

• Develop an unshakeable mindset and drastically reduce the stress, worry and overwhelm 
that's stealing your achievement, joy and dreams

• Eliminate the limiting beliefs, self-criticism and negative patterns of thinking that are 
preventing you from taking your leadership to the next level

• Discover the fastest, most powerful method for creating immediate transformation, 
changing the way you think, and rewiring your brain.

 This session carries the tough-mindedness of practicality that these times demand. Meet 
adversity and come out stronger.

12.20-1.15 LUNCH

1.15-1.30 PLENARY – FAMILY LAW SECTION UPDATE

 Update from the Chair of the NZLS Family Law Section.

Presenter  Caroline Hickman

1.30-2.20 PLENARY – THE COMPLEXITIES OF “RELATIONSHIP” IN THE WELFARE SYSTEM 
AND THE CONSEQUENCES FOR CHILDREN

 This session will use Kathryn’s story to highlight the injustices for women accused of 
“relationship fraud” and how the punitive and adversarial system impacts severely on the 
lives of their children. It will examine multiple issues including problems with the definition of 
relationship fraud; its investigation; and, in cases where fraud is successfully prosecuted, the 
consequences. So-called “relationship fraud” emerges as a result of ambiguous rules that do 
not align with the complex realities of people’s lives. Relationships are volatile and can change 
over time, making the timeline of when a beneficiary becomes financially and emotionally 
“dependent” on a partner impossible to determine. The ambiguity surrounding what 
constitutes a “relationship” within the welfare system therefore creates significant uncertainty 
and anxiety for beneficiaries, who are already living in precarious circumstances through 
inadequate income and associated stresses.

Presenter  Laura Bond

2.20-3.10 PLENARY – ELEVATING THE CARE AND PROTECTION OF TAMARIKI: PUBLIC 
LAW ADVOCACY

 The Oranga Tamariki Act 1989 authorises the intervention of the State into otherwise private 
family relationships in the interests of children in need of care or protection. For that, it is 
public law most vital. 

 The presenters will explore the context, nature and purpose of care and protection advocacy. 
They will consider some ways in which the law might be thought about afresh and used by 
advocates to challenge norms in the enhancement of the protection of children. In doing so 
they will draw upon recent jurisprudential developments and examples of advocacy in the 
Family and Senior Courts that have harnessed the opportunities provided by this intricate, 
complex and critical legislation.

Presenters  Judge Sharyn Otene and Sarah Jerebine

3.10-3.40 AFTERNOON TEA
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3.40-4.30 BREAKOUT SESSIONS 2 – A, B OR C

 A – OUR RECIPE FOR RESOLVING RELATIONSHIP PROPERTY DISPUTES | Presenters: 
Stephanie Marsden and Lana Paul

  Whether a dispute is straightforward or complex, like cakes, they all require basic ingredients 
and clear processes for a good result. This presentation is intended for those practitioners 
lacking in confidence to act in relationship property disputes involving more than a family 
home, car and KiwiSaver. Collectively, Lana and Stephanie have over 60 years’ experience in 
the practice of family law. They will draw on their expertise to set out a step-by-step process 
for resolution of relationship property claims and provide you with the skills to elevate you 
from a cook to a MasterChef. They hope to inform and entertain you in this session late on the 
first day of the conference.

 B – GUARDIANSHIP QUIZ | Presenters: Jo Hosking and Judge Emma Smith 

 Test yourself in this interactive session on all aspects of guardianship. There will be fun and 
spot prizes but all with the important aim of ensuring you are fully up to date on this essential 
topic. 

 C – “IT'S THE END OF THE WORLD AS WE KNOW IT (AND I FEEL FINE)” – 
COLLABORATIVE LAW: THE FUTURE OF FAMILY LAW? | Presenters: Kirsty Swadling and 
Selina Trigg

 Imagine a family law case without Court delays, affidavits upon affidavits, or inflammatory 
letters from Counsel. In this case, your legal skills are robustly used to assist the parties 
to reach creative, legally sound outcomes that meet the future needs of them and their 
children, including the need for a respectful ongoing relationship together! Welcome to the 
future of family law! Collaborative Law is increasingly used by parties to resolve their family 
law disputes. In this session, you will learn more about what Collaborative Practice is and 
how it can benefit you, your practice and your clients. You will gain some tools used in real 
Collaborative Process cases that you can immediately use in your everyday work.

4.35-5.25 PLENARY – DON'T YOU TRUST ME, DARLING?

 A practical session to help your client be the last piece on the chess board when attacking 
trusts in the relationship property sphere. This session will focus on what “trust-busting” 
mechanisms are available for clients going through a separation, and will be broken down into 
parts to help you navigate your way from the legislation to the filing of a Court application. 
The session is aimed at all relationship property practitioners who want to have a global 
understanding of the quintuplets that comprise the major claims against a trust upon 
separation: s 44; s 44C; s 182; constructive trusts; bundle of rights.

Presenters  Sharon Chandra and Amanda Donovan

5.25-5.30 WRAP UP  |  Chair: Annette Gray

7.00-12.00 PRE-DINNER DRINKS & CONFERENCE DINNER

DAY TWO

8.45-8.50 WELCOME BACK  |  Chair: Annette Gray

8.50-9.20 KEYNOTE – THE EXPERIENCE OF FAIRNESS

  The UK Equal Treatment Benchbook aims to “increase awareness and understanding of the 
different circumstances of people appearing in courts and tribunals”. It provides information 
about language, learning, physical, and mental disabilities and conditions, sexualities, ethnic 
minorities and other aspects of life that people in court may be experiencing, and practical 
tips on best practice to cater for all. The conference is privileged to hear from Judge McCloud 
(remotely) with some reflections from the bench on diversity in courtrooms and why it’s 
important to notice and provide for special features of all participants. 

Presenter  Judge Victoria McCloud
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9.20-10.00 RECENT FAMILY LAW REFORM WORK

 Te Aka Matua o te Ture | Law Commission will have completed its reviews of the Property 
(Relationships) Act 1976 and succession law by the end of 2021, making recommendations to 
the Government about how these laws can be improved. This session will cover:

 • The Commission’s recommended reforms to the PRA

 • Key issues arising in the review of succession law

 • Effective law reform processes. 

Presenters  John-Luke Day and Helen McQueen

10.00-10.30 MORNING TEA

10.30-11.30 PLENARY – TATOU TALANOA – LET'S TALK: NAVIGATING THE SEA OF  
CULTURAL CHANGE

 Through the lens of two New Zealand Samoan presenters, we focus on practical ways to 
navigate cultural competence in the Family Court of Aotearoa New Zealand. Much like 
the ancient Polynesian voyagers and wayfinders navigating the Pacific Ocean, using the 
transformative “Te Ao Marama” model as a guide, we explore key Pacific concepts and 
values applicable for modern Family Court practice. A closer inspection of the components 
and spectrum of cultural competence will invite practitioners to discuss, reflect and review 
practical strategies to navigate a cultural journey of change in the Family Court.

Presenters  Fuimaono Gardenia Atimalala and Judge Lope Ginnen

11.30-12.20 PLENARY – HAIR TESTING FOR DRUGS IN THE FAMILY COURT: WHAT CAN IT DO 
AND WHAT IS THE QUESTION TO ANSWER?

 Hair strand testing is now commonplace in the Family Court. As hair strand testing and its 
interpretation is technically the realm of an expert witness, its capabilities and limitations 
should be understood by family lawyers and the Court to understand what questions the 
testing can and cannot answer. Having been drawn into Family Court work after hearing of 
some of the myths swirling around, Dr Sandiford will explain how a hair strand sample should 
be collected, what is contained in hair collection kits and issues to consider for interpreting 
results. Overall, the most important things to remember in any bodily sample testing are:  
what is your question and will my current testing regime answer it?

Presenter  Dr Anna Sandiford

12.20-1.15 LUNCH

1.15-2.15 PLENARY – THE IMPLICATIONS OF S 7AA: MAKING PARTNERSHIP WORK

 In the first part of this presentation, Tania will talk about work within Iwi and the Māori 
social service community (as part of the s 7AA Kaupapa), building capacity and making 
tikanga work as envisaged by Puao Te Ata Tu and Katie will outline what this means for Māori 
organisations on the ground. In the second part of the presentation Nicola will address the 
implications for Tauiwi social workers with Oranga Tamariki, outlining changes needed to 
ensure s 7AA is embedded in practice.

Presenters  Nicola Atwool, Katie Murray, and Tania Williams Blyth

2.20-3.20 BREAKOUT SESSIONS 3 – A, B OR C

 A – MANAGING COMPLAINTS | Presenters: John Christie and Nikki De La Mare  

  This session will give you background information and practical advice on:

 • Numbers of complaints against family lawyers

 • Avoiding a complaint

 • Dealing with a complaint

 • Common complaints.
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LEARNING  
OBJECTIVES

In this conference you will be:

•  Updated on topical issues, legislation and case law.

•  Able to apply this knowledge in your practice. 

 B – SWORD AND SHIELD: DISCLOSURE UNDER THE TRUSTS ACT FOLLOWING 
SEPARATION | Presenters: Tara Grant, Telise Kelly, and Timothy Orr

 This break-out session is designed to arm you with practical knowledge of how to employ the 
Trusts Act to your client’s advantage in the event of separation. This session will cover:

• An overview of the Trusts Act through a relationship property lens, including: default and 
mandatory trustee duties; what comprises “trust information” and “basic trust information”; 
when presumptions of disclosure apply; and the alternative dispute resolution provisions 
under the Trusts Act

• How practitioners should approach disclosure requests under the Trusts Act, from the 
beneficiary partner’s perspective (sword) and the trustees’ perspective (shield)

• How thoughtful and targeted disclosure requests can advance your client’s PRA case

• How trustees can discharge their duties to disclose and/or distribute to beneficiaries

• What a beneficiary can do when the trustees don’t play ball.

 C – TO WON OR NOT TO WON – THAT IS THE QUESTION? | Presenters: Judge Emma Smith and 
Paolo Timajo, chaired by Rachael Dewar  

 Preparing effective without notice (WON) applications is an important skill which benefits 
from continuous improvement. This session will discuss when a WON is appropriate and how 
to craft effective and concise evidence. We will also share common pitfalls and how to avoid 
them while using case examples. 

3.20-3.40 AFTERNOON TEA

3.40-4.20 HAGUE CASES IN COVID TIMES

  Edwin is a specialist on cases under the Hague Convention. In this remote session live from 
Tel-Aviv, he will describe recent case law, issues that have arisen during COVID lockdowns 
and how they have been resolved, as well as broader trends including the evolving definition 
of habitual residence and the growing clash between the Asylum Convention and abduction 
cases.

Presenter  Edwin Freedman

4.20-4.30 CONFERENCE WRAP UP 
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KEYNOTE AND INTERNATIONAL SPEAKERS  

Judge Victoria McCloud, A Master of the Senior Courts Queen's Bench Division, London

Judge McCloud is a Master of the Senior Courts, Queen’s Bench Division. Appointed in 2010, at the 
age of 40, she was the youngest person ever appointed Master, and only the second woman.  
Judge McCloud was also the first judge appointed from the transgender community. She is a 
researcher at the Centre for Socio-Legal Studies at the Oxford University Law School, as well as a 
Chartered Psychologist, qualified in both the UK and the Republic of Ireland.

Judge McCloud has been an editor of Civil Procedure (also known as “the White Book”) since 2000 
and is the author of various legal books, as well as academic papers. In 2018, she presented the 
second Queen’s University Belfast Pride Law Lecture. Judge McCloud is committed to promoting 
diversity and inclusion within the judiciary and legal professions and beyond. She is a member 
of the Committee reviewing and updating the UK’s Equal Treatment Bench Book, which aims to 
increase awareness and understanding of the different circumstances of people appearing in courts 
and tribunals.

Her Honour Judge Jaquelyn Moran, Principal Family Court Judge, Wellington

Her Honour Judge Jacquelyn (Jackie) Moran was appointed a Family Court Judge in 2003 and 
became Principal Family Court Judge in November 2018. She is New Zealand’s fifth Principal Family 
Court Judge and the first woman appointed to the role since the Family Court’s establishment in 
1981. Judge Moran graduated LLB in 1979 and was admitted to the Bar in 1980. She practised for 
23 years mainly in family law in Ōtāhuhu, Whanganui, and Invercargill. When appointed a District 
Court Judge with a Family warrant Judge Moran was assigned to Christchurch. For six years she 
was the Administrative Family Court Judge for the Southern Region, and for a brief period in 
2014 she served as Acting Principal Family Court Judge. She has been a member of Canterbury 
Family Justice Network and took an active role in designing and rolling out nationally the Early 
Intervention Process to deal efficiently with Care of Children Act 2004 proceedings. In 2013-2014 
she was a judicial member of the working party on Family Court reforms introduced at that time.

Dr Tom Mulholland, Auckland Hospital, Auckland

Dr Tom is one of New Zealand’s leading wellbeing speakers with over 20 years of conference 
speaking and workshop experience. An Emergency Department Doctor for 30 years, he has also 
been an honorary lecturer in Psychological Medicine at the University of Auckland, owned his own 
General Practice and been a rural GP. Dr Tom is the founder of Doctor Global, the Healthy Thinking 
Institute and developer of global wellbeing App KYND www.kyndwellness.com which is taking 
the country by storm. He developed KYND as he believes it is impossible to manage wellbeing, 
unless you can measure it first. Dr Tom has written two international best-selling books on Healthy 
Thinking including Healthy Thinking – How to Turn Life's Lemons into Lemonade and The Power 
of Healthy Thinking – To Change Your Attitude and Your Life. When he is not working as a doctor 
or on the speaking circuit, Dr Tom enjoys extreme sport and expeditions. He was awarded a New 
Zealand Defence Force Special Services medal for his medical work in the Boxing Day Tsunami and 
work as a ship’s doctor in polar regions. In 2019, Dr Tom embarked on his next mission, the Healthy 
Heartland Hikoi with the aim of walking the length of the country.

Edwin Freedman, Law Office of Edwin Freedman, Tel Aviv, Israel

The Law Office of Edwin Freedman is located in the centre of Tel-Aviv and was established in 
1982. Ed earned his law degree at Rutgers University School of Law-Newark, New Jersey in 1973 
and was admitted to the Bar in New York. He practised law for three years in the New York City 
Family Courts, first as an Assistant Corporation Counsel, later as an attorney for the Bureau of 
Child Welfare. Ed immigrated to Israel in 1978. After clerking 18 months in order to qualify for the 
Israeli Bar, he was admitted in 1980. The main focus of the Law Office of Edwin Freedman is the 
field of family law. The office has a particular expertise in matters involving international disputes 
regarding child abduction, visitation, and custody. Ed was actively involved in lobbying for Israel’s 
ratification of the 1980 Hague Convention on Civil Aspects of International Child Abduction. Since 
its ratification, he has represented many clients both in Israel and abroad who filed claims under 
the Convention. As a member of the International Academy of Family Lawyers, Ed was an observer 
at the 2nd-6th Special Conferences which are held every four years at the Hague to discuss 
implementation of the Abduction Convention. He is also vice-president of European Golden Oldies 
Rugby.
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SPEAKERS  

Fuimaono Gardenia Atimalala, KAM 
Legal Chambers, Auckland

Admitted in 1989, Gardenia specialises 
as Lawyer for Child and Lawyer to Assist, 
predominantly for Pacific children and 
their families.

Nicola Atwool, University of Otago, 
Dunedin

Nicola is an Associate Professor in the 
Social and Community Work Programme. 
She has 40 years’ experience as a 
practitioner and academic in child 
protection.

Andre Baker, Te Runanga o Toa 
Rangatira, Porirua

Tēnā koutou ngā kaiwhiriwhiri o tēnei 
huihuinga. 

Kei te maunga pae tapu o Whitireia, rere 
atu ki te awa o Pari-rua, whakawhiti atu ki 
te moana o Raukawakawa ki te moutere 
o Kāpiti, anei rā te karanga ki tōku iwi o 
Ngāti Toa. 

He uri mokopuna nō Ngāti Te Maunu, 
Ngāti Akamapuhia, Ngāti Te Ra Kuao. 

Ko André Baker tōku ingoa.

Nō reira, tēnā koutou katoa.

Laura Bond, Child Poverty Action Group, 
Auckland

Laura has spent the past decade in 
the not-for-profit sector focussing on 
children's rights and development in 
multiple countries and contexts.

Sharon Chandra, Turner Hopkins, 
Auckland

Sharon is a partner at Turner Hopkins and 
practises in all areas of family law, with a 
specialist focus on relationship property 
matters.

John Christie, New Zealand Law Society, 
Auckland

John is a Professional Standards Officer 
working with a Standards Committee 
which deals primarily with family law 
complaints.

John-Luke Day, Te Aka Matua o te Ture | 
Law Commission, Wellington

John-Luke is a Principal Legal and Policy 
Adviser. He is currently working on the 
Commission’s review of succession law.

Nikki De La Mare, New Zealand Law 
Society, Wellington

Nikki is the National Complaints Manager. 
Her background is in compliance and 
complaints handling, including at the 
Education Council, REAA, and ACC.

Rachael Dewar, Rachael Dewar Law, 
Wellington

Rachael has a team of five lawyers who 
all specialise in family law. She was the 
Family Law Conference Chair in 2019.

Samantha de Coning, FairWay, 
Wellington

Samantha is Head of Practice at FairWay 
and an accredited FDR mediator who 
is passionate about supporting families 
through change.

Amanda Donovan, Haigh Lyon, 
Auckland

Amanda has practised law for over  
20 years, working primarily in the highly 
specialised areas of relationship property 
and claims against trusts.

Luke Fitzmaurice, University of Otago, 
Wellington

Luke (Te Aupōuri) is a PhD Candidate 
at the University of Otago, studying 
kaupapa Māori approaches to child 
protection.

Her Honour Judge Faumui Penelope 
Sasao Ginnen, District Court, Manukau

Judge Ginnen is of Sāmoan (Safune, 
Tufutafoe, Leauva’a & Lefaga villages) 
and Pākehā descent. Before she was a 
judge, she worked in family law and iwi, 
public sector and NGO governance.

Tara Grant, Martelli McKegg, Auckland

Tara is a resolution focussed, specialist 
trust and relationship property lawyer, 
focussing on complex estate planning,  
s 21 and 21A Agreements.

Jo Hosking, Lakes Chambers, Rotorua

Jo has been in family law practice since 
1999. Her work includes cases involving 
relationship property, deceased estates, 
PPPR and child law, including as Lawyer 
for Child.
Telise Kelly, Martelli McKegg, Auckland

Telise specialises in relationship property 
and trust litigation. She advocates a 
pragmatic and cost-effective approach to 
any dispute, including alternative dispute 
resolution where appropriate.

Sarah Jerebine, Bankside Chambers, 
Auckland

Sarah is an experienced civil litigator, 
who has appeared in the senior courts 
for Oranga Tamariki on a range of 
contentious matters.
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SPEAKERS  

Kate Lash, FairWay, Wellington

Kate is a lawyer, adjudicator, mediator 
and voice of child specialist. Her 
background is primarily in family law 
and she is dedicated to the promotion of 
children’s voices in all family proceedings.

Stephanie Marsden, Canterbury 
Chambers, Christchurch

Stephanie acts in relationship and trust 
property disputes involving complex 
asset ownership structures, and estate 
claims.

Helen McQueen, Te Aka Matua o te Ture 
| Law Commission, Wellington

Helen is the lead Commissioner on the 
review of succession law. She also led 
the Commission’s review of the Property 
(Relationships) Act 1976.

Timothy Orr, Martelli McKegg, Auckland

Timothy specialises in trusts, structuring 
and private client matters. He is a  
well-regarded speaker and regularly 
submits on a variety of law reform 
matters.

Her Honour Judge Sharyn Otene, 
District Court, Manukau

Judge Otene (Ngāpuhi) was appointed 
to the District Court Bench in 2015 and 
sits in the family, youth and criminal 
jurisdictions. 

Lana Paul, Atticus Chambers, 
Christchurch

Lana’s expertise is in litigation and 
dispute resolution, including complex 
relationship property and estate claims, 
as well as youth advocacy.

Professor Jacinta Ruru, University of 
Otago, Dunedin

Jacinta, FRSNZ (Raukawa, Ngāti 
Ranginui) is a Distinguished Professor of 
Law at the University of Otago.

Dr Anna Sandiford, The Forensic Group 
Ltd, Christchurch

A co-director of New Zealand's 
only independent forensic science 
consultancy, Anna is a forensic scientist, 
alcohol expert, and adviser on hair strand 
analysis/toxicology. 

Kirsty Swadling, Ponsonby Chambers, 
Auckland

Kirsty is a barrister and mediator. She 
regularly uses collaborative processes, 
particularly in parenting and relationship 
property disputes.

Paolo Timajo, Family Law Specialists, 
Porirua

Paolo acts in proceedings before the 
Family Court, and assists parties seeking 
to resolve disputes about safety, care of 
children and property.

Bruce Ross, Ignite Business Leadership, 
Auckland

Bruce is a business and leadership 
coach who equips leaders to sustain 
stress-resistant performance during 
VUCA (Volatile Uncertain Complex and 
Ambiguous) times.

Selina Trigg, Family Law Results, 
Christchurch

Selina is a lawyer and mediator. She 
sits on the Board of the International 
Academy of Collaborative Professionals.

Katie Murray MNZM, QSM, Waitomo 
Papakainga Developments Society 
Incorporated, Kaitaia

Katie is an advocate and CEO who 
promotes that practice should come 
from Te Ao Māori, using Te Reo 
me ona Tikanga, Whakapapa and 
Whanaungatanga.

Tania Williams Blyth, Te Kopu Legal, 
Rotorua 

Tania (Ngāti Pukenga and Te Arawa 
(Tapuika and Waitaha)) has appeared in 
the Family Court since 1999 including as 
Lawyer for Child and Lawyer for Subject 
Person.

Her Honour Judge Emma Smith, District 
Court, Dunedin

Judge Smith was appointed to the 
District Court Bench in 2004 and holds 
both family and jury warrants.
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INFORMATION

VENUES

WELLINGTON
18 & 19 November 2021 

Te Papa
55 Cable Street
Te Aro
04 381 7000

LIVE WEB STREAM 
18 & 19 November 2021

At your desk or device

Please note: Live Web Stream registrations close 
3pm Wednesday 17 November

FEE

The registration fee includes all catering, the conference dinner, and a book.

BOOK

Books are available in Hard Copy, PDF or Both. Please indicate your choice over page. 

• Hard Copy

Your book will be given to you when you register on the day.

• PDF

You will be emailed a PDF copy of the book 3 working days before the event.

• Both Hard Copy & PDF

You will be emailed a PDF copy of the book 3 working days before the event, and can collect the hard copy 
book when you register on the day.

PRE-CONFERENCE MIHI WHAKATAU AND WELCOME DRINKS

The NZLS Family Law Section is proud to sponsor this function to welcome you to Wellington for the Family Law 
Conference. We warmly invite all delegates to the mihi whakatau, followed by drinks and nibbles. This is a great 
chance to catch up with colleagues from all around the country, meet new people and get into the conference 
frame of mind. We look forward to seeing you there! 

Wednesday 17 November, 5.30-7pm Te Papa

CONFERENCE DINNER AND DANCE

Dinner is at Te Papa so dress in your favourite costume to go back to the 
eighties – big hair, lycra, and shoulder pads! The evening promises disco, 
dancing and delight with all the originals provided by DJ Max. 

Thursday 18 November, 7pm-12am Te Papa

Pre-dinner drinks start at 7pm followed by dinner at 7.30pm.

BRING A GUEST

If you wish to bring a guest to the dinner the cost is $160. Please register 
your guest on the registration form.

FREE FORUM – FAMILY VIOLENCE DYNAMICS PART TWO

The Family Violence Dynamics Forum PART 2 will be held on Wednesday 17 November 10.00am – 4.30pm, at Te 
Papa and via live web stream. This FREE forum for family Lawyers is sponsored by the Ministry of Justice.

The forum is being held on the eve of the Family Law Conference 2021, and is a separate event from the 
conference. It will have a practical focus to improve your knowledge and practice in both in client interviewing 
and in court. The forum is a must for all practitioners involved in family violence cases (or who might be in the 
future). For more information and to register visit https://bit.ly/37sCBAp 
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FAMILY LAW 2021 
REGISTRATION

BREAKOUT SESSION CHOICES

Please indicate by ticking boxes below 
which sessions you wish to attend. 
Choose one session only per time slot.

Breakout Session 1

Thursday 18: 11.15 – 12.20

  A: Iwi Hui Process 

 B: FDR and the Law: achieving 

meaningful outcomes  

 C: Sustaining Peak Mental 

Performance During Uncertainty  

Breakout Session 2

Thursday 18: 3.30 – 4.30

 A: Our Recipe for Resolving 

Relationship Property Disputes 

 B: Guardianship Quiz  

 C: "It's the end of the world as we 

know it (and I feel fine)" –  

Collaborative Law: the future of 

family law?  

Breakout Session 3

Friday 19: 2.20 – 3.20

 A: Managing Complaints 

 B: Sword and Shield: disclosure 

           under the Trusts Act following 

           separation  

 C: To WON or Not to WON – that is 

the question? 

REGISTER
ONLINE 
www.lawyerseducation.co.nz 

EMAIL  
registrations@lawyerseducation.co.nz

POST 
NZLS CLE Ltd, PO Box 5041,  
Wellington 6140, DX SP20202

INQUIRIES
0800 333 111
cle@lawyerseducation.co.nz

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY  You may cancel your registration eight working days in advance of an event, and you will 
receive a refund less a 25% administration fee. If you cancel less than eight working days in advance of the event, no refund is payable. 
If you are unable to attend, you may transfer your registration to another person. If you wish to do so you must advise CLE in writing of 
the change. NZLS CLE Ltd reserves the right to close registrations, and, cancel or reschedule an event as necessary. Where an event is 
cancelled by CLE, a full refund is payable.

First name, Last name Lawyer ID Number (optional)

Firm/Organisation (if applicable) 

Address

PO Box:  DX:

Street Address:

Suburb:

Town/City: Postcode:

Phone

Email

Dietary Requirements

REGISTER ME FOR

 WELLINGTON
18 & 19 NOVEMBER

 LIVE WEB STREAM 
18 & 19 NOVEMBER

Please note: Live Web Stream 
registrations close 3pm Wednesday 
17 November

The most popular breakout 
sessions will be web streamed.

FEE (Incl GST) – includes book and catering

Early Bird BY 20 October or AFTER 20 October

 NZLS/Associate member   $1,225   $1,275

 Non-member   $1,325   $1,375

Live Web Stream   $1,065   $1,115

Live Web Stream Group Pricing Option – see www.lawyerseducation.co.nz for options & how to register.

BOOK OPTIONS – books are available in Hard Copy AND/OR PDF – you must indicate your choice. 
Please note the book charges below are for conference registrants only.

Hard Copy    OR $ no extra charge

PDF    OR $ no extra charge

Both Hard Copy and PDF  + $30

ADDITIONAL DINNER GUESTS   $160 / guest

 Name of Guest 01: 

Name of Guest 02: 

 CONFERENCE 
FEE

 BOOK – BOTH HARD 
COPY AND PDF    DINNER GUEST/S TOTAL DUE

 $ + $ + ($160 X ) $ =   $

PAYMENT

PAY BY DIRECT CREDIT:  Acc. Name ‘NZLS CLE Ltd' Acc. Number 12-3192-0049995-00 
(Include your last name & name of organisation as the reference)

PAY BY CREDIT CARD:

Card Number: 

- - -

Expiry: 

/
Card security 
code: 

Name on Card: Visa  Mastercard   Amex 

 Cardholder's Signature:

PRIVACY ACT 2020  The information requested on this registration form is for NZLS CLE Ltd and the sponsors only.
I do not wish the sponsors to receive my contact details.
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